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The Communist Party of Britain is in the throes of & 
crisis. Some members are leaving, whilst many others are in 
a state of agitation, not sure -f what to do. Yet others 
are staying within, attempting to develop & democratic, 
Marxist opposition to the Stalinist leadership. 


This crisis was first sparked off by the revelations at 
the 20th Congress of the C.P.8.U. To those who had uncondi- 
tionally supported and believed in Stalin and in the accomp- 
lishments of the Soviet Union, it was 8 shock to read some- 
thing of what had actually occurred. Stalin, to Communist 
Party members, had been almost 4 god - & man who, according 
to Soviet legend, was Lenin's right hand man; had never been 
wrong; was the world's greatest Marxist, humanist, writer,’ 
military genius. Krushchev's speech effectively spiked this 
reputation; although it only dealt with Stalin since 1934, 
it showed that Stalin had been fully conscious of, and 
partially responsible for, the murder of thousands of people 
ana had broken down socialist legality, acting in a bureau- 


cratic and anti2working class manner. hat & revelation! 


And what an effect it had! 


These revelations were followed by changes in the Soviet 
Union and the ‘Peoples Democracies'- Tt was a further shock 
to the members to realise that in the 'PeopleS Democracies' 
they too had leaders who had suffered from the "Cult of the 
Individual", that secret police had great powers, that 
illegal arrest had flourished, and that the workers of 
Eastern Europe were in revolt against high 'norms', Stakhano- 
vite methods, etc. The peasants, with their hatred of 
forced collectivisation and pureaucratic supervision, were 
also involved. Soon afterwards followed the revolt in 
Poland, the great ferment there and the establishment of the 
G omoulka Government. . 


Not many weeks later, the Hungarian workers and peasants 
revolted, exposing the corruption and hypocrisy of both the 
Hungarian end Russian Communist Parties' state bureaucracy. 
Their struggle added new understanding to the role of 
Stalinism and further shook and affected the Party membership. 


In a short time these events destroyed in many people's 
minds the myths and stories of Stalinism. Gone were peace of 
mind and acceptance of all that occurred in Eastern Europe 
and Russia as correct. With their passing there came a new 
awareness of the need for finding out WHY these events had 
taken place, what were the causes, were they mistakes or 
part of a process, and, most important, HOW could they be put 
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right. To the British Communists, both within and outside 
the Communist Party, there was one further question. How 
could the revelations, struggles and crisis of the inter- 


national Communist Parties help in the building of a genuine 
Communist Party in Britain? . 





First Thoughts These events have caused & furor in the minds 

of many C.P. members. Things which previous- 
ly had been criticised end noted as 'mistakes', opportunist 
and sectarian deviations of the Communist leadership, came to 
be seen in relation to the policies of the Soviet Union. 
These events did something which all the anti-stalinist, 
pro-communist propaganda of the last forty years was unable 
to achieve - it opened their eyes! 


Once opened, isolated 'srrors' and 'mistakes' began to 
show a remarkable sense of pattera. Isolation was one thing 
they did not suffer from. History began to be examined. No 
longer was it possible for the leadership to pronounce and 
automatically be accepted. The Party membership began to 
think for itself. The trouble is that once such a process 
has started there is no way to stop it. 


The problems were first seen as a crisis of democracy. 
It was felt that the trouble and consequent incorrect policies 
in Eastern Europe and Russia had stemmed from a lack of © Si 
democracy insi e the Communist and State apparatus. This was 
also the case in Britain. The leadership of the Party HA ' 
very little responsibility to the rank and file. Therefore, 
the first step was to democratise the Party; secure certain — 
rights, i.e. election and recall of officials, right to form 
factions and publicise internal discussion documents, change 
certain rules which would allow the rank and file much 
ereater control of the Party,and so on. = >= 5 

Basically, these were the ideas that activated the first 
'opposition' groups within the Communist Party. But, quite - 
naturally, the movement could not stop there. Frecer dis- 
cussion and a more fertile climate for thought led to under- 
Standing on the part of some comrades — hat the problem was 
not merely that of democracy, important as it was, but that - 
basically the questions raised were of a political character. 
These problems, brought to light by practical events, had to- 
be discussed in a theoretical way, a basic understanding of 
the interrelated causes had to be arrived at. = = = =o 
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The first doubts in the Communist Party were expressed 
in an organisational manner. It was felt that given new 
safeguards and certain revision of rules the British Commun- 
ist Party could be transformed into a real revolutionary — 
worker$' party based upon and guided by Marxism, and on the 
understanding of British conditions. SEES 


-into practice by the study of Marxist principles and the 





mE t 


The second phase, political doubts and Study, led some 
Communists to the realisation that the old machine was so 
hopelessly POLITICALLY corrupted and bankrupt that the possi- 
bility of rebuilding anew had to be investigated - and this 
brings us up to date. 


Present Trends The shocks experienced by the Party member- 

ship have caused a section of them to begin 
to re-discuss and re-evaluate all that they had accepted in 
the past. This naturally led to the formation of Study 
Groups and Discussion Circles. The "Reasoner", the rank and 
file internal discussion paper, while it was allowed to eist 
helped of course in the formation of such groups, and the 
organisers of that Journal are foremost today in such 
activity. = 


Therefore the picture today is clearer. Groups have 
been and are being formed. Facsions exist within the Commun- 
ist Party. These factions and groups are interconnected, 
yet separate. Members of one group are members of other 
groups; yet there is a confusion in organisation and a lack 
of co-ordination. So much for the organisational side. 


Politically, the ferment and exchange of ideas is 
leading inevitably to a re-evaluation of all that has been 
called Marxism over the last thirty years. It is being put 


testing of history by these principles. 


However, the discussion has inevitably led to certain 
trends of political and Organisation thought which can be 
roughly catagorised in the following manner:- 


(1) Continuation in the Communist Party 
(2) Leaving the Communist Party to join the Labour 
party 
(3) Leaving the Communist Party to form new revolu- 
tionary party. 


It is necessary to deal with these trends and examine 
their implications. The comrades concerned in the above 
ideas are of course those who feel deeply over the role of 
the Communist Party and are preparcd to exgmine and thrash 
out ideas. They do not refer to the majority of the Party 
Who, unfortunately for them and in line with the current 
Communist Party conception of building a mass party, are 


. incapable of examining the issues involved due to a lack 


of socialist education and knowledge. This does not mean 
that many of them will not play an inportant role in the 
future revolutionary movement; only that they do not as 
yet see the problems involved, 
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. they will be forced to resign or be expelled 
. Congress. : 
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the least clearly defined of the trends. - 
its ranks those who believe the happenings 
and Eastern Europe coupled with..policy 
of mistakes and errors. It stretches 
for democratisation and policy change 
feel that the 'Left' oppusition canno 


However, basically, these comrades feel that it is possible 
S" -7 : 


to change the Party, either through organisational and/ 


political changes. They have confidence in the membership to 


. effect changes through the machinery of the Party and, where — 
none exists, to build better machincry. Their contention is 
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. that the present crisis in the world Communist Parties is & . 
= erisis án leadership. The lack of democracy and expression has 


led *o the growth of a bureaucratic leadership who endeavour 


to maintain their position at the workers' expense. Seeing 


things in this light, without understanding WHY this leadership 


arose, can only lead to their further frustration. 


Still, no amount of words and theory will change their — 
opinion, and who can bl en, .Thenajority of-them ae 
“who believe in the necessity of a Communist 
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Party, who consider that despite all the bureaucratic growths 


and incorrectness in policy, the Communist Party can be saved 
and re-enthused with its original aim. Luckily, their ideas 
will be quickly tested. The new revised draft of the "British 
Road to Socialism", if anything, indicates a swing to the right, 
whilst the E.C.'s decision not to discuss the Party rules at 
the Easter Congress shows what will be allowed to happen in 
that direction. Apart from some minor concessions to democracy; 


`. purge, slander and expulsion will remain the best weapons of 


the E.C. in their arguments with opponents. 


To those who believe in fighting within, our advice is - 
use all methods, including factional activity and internal 
discussion bulletins to get your point of view expressed.  — — 
Utilise every method to get to the whole membership your ideas 
on organisation and policy. In that way, Whatever your own | 
individual fate, you will take with you, and possibly leave be- 
hind, comrades who are politically more advanced and educated 
because of your fight. But we fecl duty bound to warn you now 
that you WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO WIN. rok? 
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2. Entry into the Labour Party. 


"The British Road to Socialism" coupled with reformist 
actions of the Communist Party, i.:. support for a new 
Labour Government, peaceful transformation of capitalism to 
sacialism through parliament, peaceful co-existence and 
mutual security schemes, have blurred the edges between 
social-denocratic ideology and the bastardized version of 
Marxism which has been peddled by the Communist Party. 

The point has been reached where there is no difference 
in form ibetween present day Stalinism and Social Democracy 
in the ideological spheres. 


The Communist Party, in accordance with the realities of 
Russian foreign policy, has moved farther to the right. In 
1945 it supported & governnent of progressive Tories, 
Labourites and Communists, which support it quickly withdrew 
when it realised the mood of the people. In 1939 it itself 
put 100 candidates up for election - it declares that. 
Socialism is possible through parliament by transforming 
bourgeoise democracy to socialist democracy. 


The Communist Party has thrówn overboard the whole 
theory of the State, as outlined by Marx, Engels and Lenin. 
-It has become more revisionist than the Bernsteinites of German 
— 800dal- demoeracy whom the great Marxists fought. 


Is it any wonder that in such a corrupting environment, 
where Marxism is a dead letter and opportunism is rife, certain 
comrades sre contaminated? If one revises the Marxist Theory 
of the State, and discards its class basis, then the need for 
violent overthrow vanishes. Such a State is a "prize" to be 
captured and tamed, at elections. With such an ideology 
venishes the need for a vanguard Communist Party whose duty 
it is to be armed with Marxist theory and provide the practical 
leadership for the workers to enable them to take power. It 
is true to say that the present C.P. conception leads to there 
being no practical reason for maintaining a Communist Party 
separate from the Labour Party. This is recognised by some 
"oppositionists" today, some of whom have already left the 
Communist Party and joined the Labour Party. 


These comrades are at fault - yet their's is not the 
blame. Their practical activity has largely consisted of 
electoral and reformist work on the knocker for the local 
elections or discussing with workmates and friends the need 
for a new Labour Government, etc. This type of work, coupled 
with the refarmisn of the C.P. policy, cannot possibly lead 
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to the realisation of the necessity for a Communist Party. 

On the contrary, it obviously leads to the need for a strong 
and socialist Labour Party. What a situation! Communist 
policy and activity today is leading nany comrades to 
abandon a small reformist organisation for a larger one. It 
may be poetic justice, but it is also a crine against the 
whole working class movement that comrades who have joined 
the Communist Party because they realise the necessity for a 
Communist Party and revolutionary politics are later so dis 
illusioned and corrupted that they leave to join & Labour 
Party and Social Democratic politics. 


The various Trotskyite factions in the Labour Party 
long ago gave up the struggle for a revolutionary Marxist 
Party in Britain. Just as in Stalin's days, and now under 
Krushchev, Lenin's name was used as an icon without agreenent 
or understanding of what he stood for, so are the Trotskyists 
using Lenin's name. These people, such &8 publish the 
"Labour Review", have completely given up Marxism., Now their | 
agents are active in the dissident conmunist movement, 
endeavouring to gain recruits. Such & conbination: The C.P. 
leadership, through incorrect policies and activities, drive 
many of their members straight into the arms of the Trotskyites, | 
their supposed "deadlisest" enemies. It would be & comedy, 
except that it is an obvious tragedy. 


fabourism has nothing to offer tb the Revolutionary 
Workers. 


3. For. -a New Party. 


Perhaps the most encouraging feature of the confusion 
that has arisen is the fact that many comrades have rejected 
the Communist Party without rejecting the need for a Revolu- 
tionary Marxist Party. Although they are not clear as to 
policy and organisation, they realise that & Revolutionary 
Party - not an electoral machine but & Party based on the 
factories and workplaces, a party tied to the working class 
and built on scientific socialist principles - is & necessity. 


But this is the hardest step of all to take. The first 
two tendencies have organisations already in being with | 
massive finance and propaganda resources. The independent | 
Marxist Party does not exist and must be built, both by those | 
within the Party and those who have stood for the independent | 
party for some years. 
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WHAT MUST BE DONE Any suggestions that we make are obviously 
&lready in part being carried out. Yet we 
think it necessary to state them to serve as a guide and record 
of certain needs for the developing movement. 





(a) The establishment of Marxist Groups on a local and area 
basis. The purpose of such groups should be study and dis- 
cussion of political matters an@ the understanding and applica- 
tion of Marxist principles. 


This is the first and most elementary organisational step 
necessary. It enables party and non-party comrades to discuss 
common ideas, examine policies, etc., without the organisational 
ties which at this early stage could lead to political organisa- 
tions forming without & clear understanding of the issues invol- 
ved. 


(b) The necessity for linking up the various Marxist 
Groups on a national basis; not on the basis of a national 
organisation but in order to facilitate the distribution of 
discussion documents and material. 


Such a set-up would allow the maximum amount of national 
discussion, breaking any feeling of being isolated, and open 
up new avenues of thought. 
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every thinking revolutionary worker to assist in its development. 
It nay be possible to produce a national discussion journal 

and the distribution of policy and discussion documents through 
a central co-ordinating body which will have no political powers. 


(c) Whilst this intense political and theoretical activity 
is taking place, the industrial ficld must not be forgotten. 
Similar groups must be formed in industry, of revolutionary 
workers who must not only discuss the working class problems in 
industry but practical methods to deal with certain specific 
problems. Individual wage and condition claims, the organisa- 
tion of certain strikes and other industrial action; the 
relationship between the industrial field and the rising 
Tenants' organisations, tho fight against redundancy and the 
Short-time working problem are some of the factors to be 
considered. Many revolutionary workers, fine militants, have 
left the Communist Party over the past years, and whilst they 
fight as individuals they need organisation and common planning 
with their fellow militants in industry. 


In these points, as outlined, the Federation offers its 
services. 
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THE SOCIALIST VORKERS' FEDERATION What then is the 5.W.F. 

and what does it hope to 
gain by the crisis as outlined? We make no pretences. The 
S.W.F. is a national revolutionary Marxist organisation of 
very few members and much fewer resources. We exist to propa- 
gandarise for the building of a Revolutionary Marxist Party in 
Britain. We believe that the struggle taking place in the 
Communist Party can lead to a large nunber of comrades coming 
to the understanding for the need of a new party. We do not 
consider necessarily that the S.W.F. alone is the basis for 
such a Party - we are merely helping towards its building. 
We feel that our point of view has been sustained by develop- 
ments and this point of view we wish +o contribute to the 
discussion of all those looking for an alternative and wishing 
+o learn and discuss. We are confident that in open and fair 
discussion with the other tendencies in the Labour Movement — 
our point of view will prove @ strong contender. We desire 
the opportunity to discuss our ideas And: those of other 
comrades in the maximum possible wey. 


By the formation of such groups and organisation as 
suggested above, we have two basic desires. Firstly, we feel 
the comrades who are attempting the difficult task of re- 
evaluating and thinking out new ideas need these forns of 
organisation to assist them. We feel that without the fullest 
possible flow of information, discussion and argunent they 

_ cannot possibly understand the tasks ahead and the way to face 


them. Secondly, we desire to influence and win comrades to 
the need for a New Party. 


In addition, we realise that discussion is not, and 
cannot be, enough, especially for the industrial comrades. 
Rent increases have to be fought against. Wage increases 
have to be fought for. Short-time working and redundancy, 
coupled with a hardening of the employers' attitude, all show 
the tough time ahead for Britain's workers. We fully realise 
that Militant Socialists cannot merely study theory - they 
must also study and carry out actions. Thus, the S.W.F. is 
not a mere talking shop or debating Society. It is an. 
stoyniawtion for action for practical activity - put it 
stresses vhe fact that such activity must be based upon and 
closely related to the needs and desires of the working class. 
Theory and practice must go hand in hand. The S.W.F. offers 
more than theoretical principles. It offers organised action 
on the workshop floor and on the streets, such action only 
being bounded by its membership, their influence and resources. 
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To this end the S.W.F. will publish discussion material, 
publish its policies and ideas, contact and work closely with 
Marxist discussion &roups all over the country, provide speakers 
if required - in fact, we offer all in our power. 


The S.W.F. realises the absolute necessity, if the British 
Working class is to achieve Socialism, of a Revolutionary 
Marxist Party being built. It must be based upon the 
factories and workshops, organised upon denocratic centralist 
lines, and enthused with the spirit, methods and aims of 
Marxist-Leninism. To the building of such a party, we are 
dedicated. 


We realise that this pamphlet does not fully deal with 

the political policies outlinod. Its task is to show 

what has and is developing in the Communist Party and 
—- umong left socialists today. 


The S.WV.R.- through its theoretical bulletin, "Socialist 
Revolt", and Special leaflets and pamphlets, will attenpt | 
to answer political problems raised in a more concrete 
menner than is attempted in these pages. 


For this we need your help. What do you consider are 
the most pressing and urgent political problems of the 
day? How do you consider that the Revolutionary 
Marxist Party can be built? Or do you consider such 
activity a waste of tine? We welcome your contributions 
and will attempt to answer them all. 
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